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2025

Incidents

The Richland Area Fire Department responded to a record 376 calls for service in 2025 which is 82
more than our 294 runs in 2024 and 45 more than the previous record of 331 set in 2023. The runs
equaled 193 hours and 39 minutes of on scene time. The chart below outlines the types and the

number of each incident RAFD responded to from January 1, 2025, to December 31, 2025.

Incident Type Nun:lher of
Incidents

Aircraft standby (Landing Zone) 1
Alarm system activation, Mo Fire or Malfunction 11
Assist (Other) 1
Assist EMS 32
Authorized controlled burning
Automatic crash detection no crash found
Brush, Crop, Grass, Wildland Fire 8
Building fire 33
Cancelled in Route 44
Chimney or flue fire, confined to chimney or flue 2
CO detector activation 7
Communication Line Down 10
Cooking fire, confined to container 1
Cover assignment, standby, move up 3
Electrical Issue 3
Extrication of victim(s) from building/structure 1
Extrication of victim(s) from machinery 1
Gas leak (natural gas or LPG) 4
Gasoline, oil or other flammable liquid spill 3
HazMat release investigation w/no HazMat 1
Motor vehicle accident 74
Mo incident found 23
Outside rubbish, trash or waste fire 2
Overheated motor 1
Power line down 20
Smoke scare, odor of smoke 6
Tree on lines NOT blocking road 1
Trees down on road lines involved 9
Trees down on road no lines involved 47
Unauthorized burning
Vehicle Fire
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Members of the Richland Area Fire Department have put in countless hours of training over the last

Training

year including multiple members completing the Firefighter 1 and Firefighter 2 certifications.
Additional training attended by members included Athens County Fire School, Paradigm Pipeline
Coordinated Response Exercise, Athens County Local Emergency Preparedness Committee Table-Top
Exercise, Hocking Valley Regional Fire School, International Association of Firefighters Peer Support
Training, and monthly in-house training, among others. Topics studied included: Boat Operations,
Hydrant Locations and Maintenance, Air Bags, Scene Size-Up, and Emergency Response Guide, and

Extrication.

Officer Transition

In October of 2025 the Richland Area Fire Department held our annual officer election. During this
process Chief Dale Sinclair advised the department he would be stepping down from his role as chief
but elected to stay at the department as firefighter.

Though Dale is not leaving the department would like to recognize and thank him for his incredible
dedication and service to our department and community. Dale has led our department with
integrity, commitment, and an unwavering passion for the fire service. His guidance, experience, and
steady leadership have shaped our department and inspired generations of firefighters to follow in
his footsteps.

With Chief Sinclair’s decision to step down, the Department elected to hand the reigns to Assistant
Chief Ralph Phelps. We look forward to working under Chief Phelps leadership and commitment to

the department and the community.

Former Chief Chief
Dale Sinclair Ralph Phelps




Line Officers for 2024-2026

Chief: Ralph Phelps
Assistance Chief: Brody Davis
Captain: Andy Van Fossen

Lieutenant: Diane Sinclair

Community Involvement

Company Officers for 2024-2026

President: Brody Davis
Vice President: Dallas Atkinson
Secretary: Diane Sinclair

Treasurer: Andy Vanfossen

RAFD was able to provide a fire safety discussion to Be the Light Early Learning Center and

participated in multiple community events throughout 2025. Events included multiple parades,

Tunnel to Towers 5K, Noah Cox Memorial Truck and Tractor Pulls, Athens County Fair, American

Historic Racing Motorcycle Association Flat Track Race, multiple Trick/Trunk-or-Treat events, and the

Athens County Firefighters Association Firefighters for Families Christmas.




2025 Award Winners

Firefighter of the Year
Steve Christensen

Officer of the Year
Andy Van Fossen

5 Years of Service
Dallas Atkinson
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Community Service Award Bates
Church Women’s Fellowship




LOOKING AHEAD AT 2026

Station Addition and Remodel

In 2023 Richland Area Fire Department began exploring the options of building a new station or
adding an addition and remodeling Station 1 on Hooper Road. The project is much needed to allow
storage of current apparatus and equipment, along with a larger meeting/training area. Members
continue to search for the most cost-effective way to complete the project while meeting the needs

of the department in hopes of beginning the work in 2026.

Transition to the Ohio Multi-Agency Radio Communication System (MARCS)

In 2025 Athens County 911 and the Athens County Commissioners elected to transition the county
from the VHF Simulcast System to the State of Ohio ran MARCS System. The department has
currently purchased 6 dual band (VHF/MARCS) radios and received the Ohio Fire Marshalls MARCS
Grant for $42,500.00 which will assist in the purchase of 11 MARCS mobile radios for apparatus and 7
portable radios for personnel. The Richland Area Fire Department has also applied for the Federal
Emergency Management Agency Assistance to Firefighters Grant and the Ohio Fire Marshals Office
Small County Volunteer Fire Department Grant to purchase pagers and the remaining portable radios

for the department.




ALEXANDER TOWNSHIP REVIEW

2025 Incidents

The Richland Area Fire Department responded to 60 calls in Alexander Township in 2025 compared to

48 in 2024. The chart below outlines the types and the number of incidents RAFD responded to from

January 1, 2025, to December 31, 2025.

Incident Type Number of
Incidents

Aircraft standby (Landing Zone) 1
Alarm system activation, No Fire or

. 3
Malfunction
Assist EMS 1
Authorized controlled burning 2
Automatic crash detection no crash 1
found
Brush, Crop, Grass, Wildland Fire 1
Building fire 7
Cancelled in Route 3
CO detector activation 2
Communication Line Down 4
Cover assignment, standby, move up 1
Electrical Issue 1
Motor vehicle accident 11

No incident found

Overheated motor

Power line down

Trees down on road lines involved

Trees down on road no lines involved

Unauthorized burning

Vehicle Fire
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ATHENS TOWNSHIP REVIEW

2025 Incidents

The Richland Area Fire Department responded to 131 calls in Athens Township in 2025 compared to

114 in 2024. The chart below outlines the types and the number of incidents RAFD responded to from

January 1, 2025, to December 31, 2025.

Incident Type Nurr.iber of
Incidents

Alarm system activation, No Fire or 5
Malfunction
Assist EMS 25
Authorized controlled burning 4
Automatic crash detection no crash 3
found
Brush, Crop, Grass, Wildland Fire 2
Building fire 3
Cancelled in Route 7
CO detector activation 5
Communication Line Down 2
Electrical Issue 2
Extrication of victim(s) from

1 1
building/structure
Gas leak (natural gas or LPG) 2
Gasoline, oil or other flammable liquid 5
spill
Motor vehicle accident 27
No incident found 8
Outside rubbish, trash or waste fire 1
Power line down 5
Smoke scare, odor of smoke 1
Trees down on road lines involved 2
Trees down on road no lines involved 16
Unauthorized burning 4

Vehicle Fire




CANAAN TOWNSHIP REVIEW

2025 Incidents

The Richland Area Fire Department responded to 40 calls in Canaan Township in 2025 compared to

43 in 2024. The chart below outlines the types and the number of incidents RAFD responded to from

January 1, 2025, to December 31, 2025.

Incident Type Nurr_rber of
Incidents

Assist (Other) 1
Assist EMS 1
Brush, Crop, Grass, Wildland Fire 1
Building fire 1
Cancelled in Route 1
Chimney or flue fire, confined to 1
chimney or flue
Communication Line Down 3
Gas leak (natural gas or LPG) 1
Gasoline, oil or other flammable liquid 1
spill
HazMat release investigation w/no

1
HazMat
Motor vehicle accident 9
No incident found 2
Power line down 7
Trees down on road lines involved 1
Trees down on road no lines involved 8
Vehicle Fire 1




LODI TOWNSHIP REVIEW

2025 Incidents

The Richland Area Fire Department responded to 51 calls in Lodi Township in 2025 compared to 32 in

2024. The chart below outlines the types and the number of incidents RAFD responded to from

January 1, 2025, to December 31, 2025.

Incident Type

Number of
Incidents

Assist EMS

Ul

Brush, Crop, Grass, Wildland Fire

Building fire

Cancelled in Route

Communication Line Down

Extrication of victim(s) from machinery

Gas leak (natural gas or LPG)

Motor vehicle accident

No incident found

Power line down

Tree on lines NOT blocking road

Trees down on road lines involved
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Trees down on road no lines involved
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2025 MUTUAL AID

District

Aid Given or

Received

Number of Incidents

Ames Township Mutual aid given

Alexander Township Automatic aid given 4
Alexander Township Automatic aid received 2
Alexander Township Mutual aid given 4
Alexander Township Mutual aid received 1

Bedford Township (Meigs County)

Automatic aid given

Athens City Limits Automatic aid given 58
Athens City Limits Mutual aid given 10
Athens Township Automatic aid given 3
Athens Township Automatic aid received 15
Athens Township Mutual aid given 1
Athens Township Mutual aid received 5

Bedford Township (Meigs County)

Canaan Township

Mutual aid given

Automatic aid given

Canaan Township

Automatic aid received

Canaan Township

Mutual aid given

Canaan Township

Columbia Township (Meigs County)

Mutual aid received

Automatic aid given
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Columbia Township (Meigs County)

Dover Township Mutual aid given

Lee Township

Mutual aid given

Automatic aid given

Lee Township

Mutual aid given

Lodi Township Automatic aid received
Rome Township Automatic aid given

Scipio Township Meigs County Mutual aid given

Waterloo Township Mutual aid given 2
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